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Preface

Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (HSCT) has evolved into a treatment option for many types of diseases, and
indications for HSCT continue to expand. The term HSCT will be used to identify transplantation throughout the book.
The reader must read carefully to determine if the source of stem cells is autologous, syngeneic, or allogeneic; if the stem
cells are collected from the bone marrow, peripheral blood, or umbilical cord blood; and if the preparative regimen is
myeloablative or nonmyeloablative.

This publication was preceded by nursing manuals related to bone marrow (1994) and peripheral blood stem cell
transplantation (1997) that were published by the Oncology Nursing Society (ONS). Many institutions used these books
as guidelines for nursing practice and education. For many years, HSCT was seen as highly experimental treatment as
pioneers in the field sought to improve outcomes and look for innovative ways to mitigate side effects. As a result of this
research, standards have emerged for medicine and nursing practice, which ultimately paved the way for certification.

The first and second editions of Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation: A Manual for Nursing Practice were published
by ONS in 2004 and 2013, respectively. We thank the previous editor, Susan Ezzone, for her work as editor on both edi-
tions. In this edition, we want to continue to promote the expansion and dissemination of knowledge regarding HSCT
for nurses working in the specialty and nurses caring for patients prior to and after transplantation. The specialty of HSCT
and nursing practice continues to grow and evolve. As editors, we hope this publication will be a valuable educational
resource for nurses caring for patients as they journey through the HSCT continuum.
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