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FROM THE EDITOR

EDITOR ELLEN CARR, PhD, RN, AOCN®

Influence of the COVID-19
Pandemic on Clinical
Oncology Nursing Care

xactly where are we in the practice of clinical

oncology nursing, now indelibly altered by the

COVID-19 pandemic? Depending on the day or

hour, experts in clinical oncology care claim that

clinical oncology practice has stabilized, with care
now grounded by a solid foundation of what we know and what
we can expect about variants of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Others in
the know are cautious with their perspectives and predictions,
referring to unanticipated variants of the coronavirus and how
and when those variants may affect how oncology patient care is
delivered.

As I write this in July 2022, I know that clinical oncology
nursing care has advanced, which is evident by new, enlight-
ened, and resilient nurse competencies, either because of the
COVID-19 pandemic or in spite of it (Valverde et al., 2022). To
build a foundation for oncology nursing practice, clinical up-
dates and patient case studies provide insights about how clin-
ical oncology practice has changed because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Contributing to that foundation for practice, this issue of
the Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing (CJON) highlights three
pandemic-affected drivers of clinical oncology care: COVID-19
vaccines as a vital component of clinical oncology care; appli-
cations of digital health technologies that, in some cases, have
changed how clinical oncology care is delivered; and ways that
clinical oncology nurses and their colleagues have addressed
the critical problem of interrupted or delayed care because of
pandemic-related barriers.

Associated with immunosuppressed status from their disease
or treatment, patients with cancer are considered a priority pa-
tient population for COVID-19 vaccination because of their vul-
nerability to infection and multiple risk factors for serious illness
from the coronavirus (Fendler et al., 2022). This CJON issue pro-
vides an update about COVID-19 vaccines and how they are in-
tegrated into clinical oncology care; Cazeau et al. (2022) provide
guidance on COVID-19 vaccination planning for immunosup-
pressed patients with cancer toward building a critical knowledge
base for nurses.

Although digital technologies have been widely praised for
increasing accessibility and patient convenience during the
COVID-19 pandemic, many considerations remain to effective-

ly implement those digital health technologies as a standard
platform for clinical care (Arem et al., 2022). Therefore, “The
COVID-19 Pandemic and Transition to Digital Health in Oncology
Care” reviews digital health technologies in oncology care,
technology-based changes in practice because of the pandemic,
and the role of oncology nurses and nursing leaders to integrate
digital health technology into clinical practice (Baldwin Medsker
& Skwira-Brown, 2022).

‘Clinical updates and
patient case studies
provide insights about
how clinical oncology
practice has changed
because of the COVID-19
pandemic.’

Finally, this CJON issue includes a compilation of case stud-
ies from oncology nurses and their colleagues that illustrate
how clinicians addressed pandemic-related delays in oncology
care or revised clinical environments to better accommodate
care delivery (Sweeney et al., 2022). Estimates from a 2021 sys-
tematic review of studies about pandemic-related delayed care
(including routine activity of cancer services, surgeries, radia-
tion therapy treatments, chemotherapy treatments, and follow-
up outpatient visits) confirmed that delayed or disrupted care
affected facilities (as much as 77.5%), the healthcare supply
chain (as much as 79%), and personnel availability (as much as
60%) (Riera et al., 2021).

With this issue’s foundational articles about the COVID-19
pandemic’s sustaining influence on clinical oncology nursing
care, oncology nurses can bring a pandemic-informed state of
mind to practice, building new clinical competencies and imple-
menting novel strategies to improve oncology care.
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